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	GREEK COUNCIL

FOR REFUGEES



UNDER THE AEGIS OF THE MINISTRY OF foreign affairs

Conference

THE GREEK PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION:

THE CHALLENGES OF ASYLUM AND IMMIGRATION

Office of the Greek Ombudsman

[Hadjiyianni Mexi str. 5, Athens]

Athens, 8-9 November 2002

jointly organised and funded by the Greek Ombudsman, 

the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,

the Greek National Commission for Human Rights,

and the Greek Council for Refugees

PROGRAMME

Friday, 8 November 2002

Developments concerning asylum and immigration in the EU

8:45
Arrival of participants

9:00 
Opening remarks

Giorgos Papandreou, Minister of Foreign Affairs

Nikiforos Diamandouros, Ombudsman

Florinda Rojas Rodriguez, Representative of the Athens Branch Office, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)

Alice Yotopoulos-Marangopoulos, President, Greek National Commission for Human Rights (NCHR)

Emmanuel Megalokonomos, President, Greek Council for Refugees (GCR)

9:30 
Developments concerning asylum issues

Chairperson: Stelios Zontos, Director of the Cabinet of the Alternate Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Presentations

Friso Roscam Abbing, General Directorate of Justice and Internal Affairs, European Commission

Harmonisation of asylum legislation in the European Union, with special reference to the draft qualification Directive 

Johannes van der Klaauw, Senior European Affairs Officer, UNHCR Representative Office in Brussels

UNHCR’s observations on the harmonisation process, with special reference to the draft asylum procedures Directive 

Interventions

Dimitris Galatoulas, Asylum Department, Ministry of Public Order

The priorities of the Greek presidency in the “Asylum” Working Group of the European Council

Giannis Papageorgiou, Legal Service, Greek Council for Refugees

Critical appraisal of the draft Regulation “Dublin II” and the Directive on the reception conditions of asylum seekers

Discussion

12:00 Break / refreshments
12:30 Developments concerning immigration issues

Chairperson: Giorgos Kaminis, Deputy Ombudsman

Presentations:
Johannes van der Klaauw, Senior European Affairs Officer, UNHCR Representative Office in Brussels

The process of harmonisation of immigration legislation in the European Union

Achilleas Skordas, Assistant professor, Law School, University of Athens

For a liberal European immigration policy platform: a critical re-appraisal

Interventions:
Maria Marinaki, Director, C’4 Directorate, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

The Greek presidency on immigration matters

Andreas Mentzelos, Director, Directorate of Immigration, Ministry of Interior

The immigration issues from the point of view of the implementation of the EU legal framework in the Greek legal order

Panayiotis Giannoulas, Head of the Asylum Department, Ministry of Public Order

External border and illegal immigration control– EU initiatives

Giorgos Karipsiadis, Legal Service of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Office of the Legal Adviser to the Prime Minister

The High Level Working Group on Immigration and Asylum

Discussion

15:00 Reception

Saturday, 9 November 2002
Greek legislation and practice on asylum and immigration in view of European developments

9:00 Preliminary remarks by Mr. Bart Leerschool, Senior Protection Officer of the Athens Branch Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

Chairperson: Dimitris Efstathiadis, Secretary-General, Ministry of Public Order

Presentations:

Giorgos Mitropoulos, Brigadier General, Director, Directorate of Aliens, Ministry of Public Order

Immigration control and safeguards for the protection of refugees – the role of the police

Dimitrios Tsiadis, Officer of the Coast Guard, Ministry of Merchant Marine

The contribution of the Coast Guard in asylum and immigration matters

Ioannis Tassopoulos, Director, Directorate of Social Awareness and Solidarity, Ministry of Health and Welfare

Implementation of the Directive on reception conditions of asylum seekers

Interventions:

Dimitrios  Gratsias, Associate judge, Council of State

The jurisprudence of the Council of State in asylum and immigration cases

Maria Mitrossili, Deputy Ombudsman

Critical review of the welfare issues in the Directive on the reception conditions of  asylum seekers

10:30-11:00 Break

Interventions (cont.)

Kalliopi Stefanaki, Junior Investigator, Office of the Greek Ombudsman

The use of the Greek Ombudsman’s proposals concerning asylum and immigration in the forthcoming European negotiations 

Nikos Sitaropoulos, Legal Research Officer, Greek National Commission for Human Rights

The proposals of the NCHR on asylum and immigration 

Kalliopi Migirou,   Legal Assistance Unit Coordinator, Greek Council for Refugees

The Greek reality and the role of the non-governmental organisations in the protection of asylum seekers and refugees 

Maria Stavropoulou, Protection Officer, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Athens Branch Office 

Asylum in Greece in the context of the legislative developments at the European level – a comprehensive appraisal

11:30 – 12:30 Discussion
12:30 – 13:00 Conference Conclusions : Nikos Sitaropoulos, Greek National Commission for Human Rights
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